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theVoice

We want to hear 
from you

Did we get a fact wrong?
Tell us.

Got a different point of view?
Write to us.

Problems with something we’ve 
said?

Let us know.
Journalism instructor 

Nicholas Read oversees 
The Voice. Email him at 
nread@langara.bc.ca

Or send your letters directly to 
The Voice at 

thevoice@langara.bc.ca

The Voice is 
published by Langara 
College’s journalism 
department.

Editorial opinions are 
those of the staff and 
are independent of 
views of the student 
government and 
administration.

We welcome letters 
to the editor. All 
letters must be 
signed. They may 
be edited for brevity. 
Names may be 
withheld in special 
cases, but your letter 
must include your 
name and phone 
number.

HOW TO REACH US

PHONE
604-323-5396

FAX
604-323-5398

E-MAIL
thevoice@langara.bc.ca

DROP-IN
Room A226
Langara College 
There is a mailbox at 
the entrance to the 
journalism rooms. 

SNAIL MAIL
The Voice
100 West 49th Ave.
Vancouver, B.C.
V5Y 2Z6

WEBSITE
www.langara.bc.ca/voice
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M
aybe it’s because we get 
inundated with images of 
pink hearts, red roses, 
teddy bears and cupids 

whenever we step foot inside a 
restaurant or store, but Valentine’s 
Day is the epitome of a commercial-
ized holiday.

While it’s wonderful to show 
appreciation and affection toward 
one another, do we really need a day 
designated to remind people not to 
take their loved ones for granted? 
That idea should be celebrated 
year-round.

Valentine’s Day may leave a lot of 
singles annoyed, but there are 
alternatives to the holiday. China 
has Singles Day (also known as 
One’s Day) every Nov. 11 – a day set 
aside for the romantically unat-
tached to socialize and commemo-
rate their single status. They 

celebrate by eating out with friends 
and paying for their own bill as a 
sign of independence.

In North America, there’s Singles 
Awareness Day 
(ironically 
abbreviated SAD) 
celebrated 
anytime from Feb. 
13 to 15. For SAD, 
the dateless get 
together with 
other single 
friends to 
exchange gifts 
and meet new 
people. Support-
ers of SAD 

reputedly wear green since it’s the 
opposite of the colour red.

And Vancouver’s got its own 
anti-Valentine’s Day events going on 
downtown. Century House is 

hosting a party for singles on Feb. 12 
and The Cellar is throwing their 
Scandal Party on Feb. 16.

However you do or don’t cel-
ebrate, it seems Valentine’s Day is 
becoming more like an obligation 
lacking real romance. There have 
been a number of instances where 
the guy I’m seeing excuses himself 
at some point on Feb. 14, dashes off 
to the grocery store and returns 
with a heart-shaped box of choco-
lates. I love chocolate, but how much 
more cliché can it get?

For me, Valentine’s Day never 
held any true meaning. If one 
delivered Valentine’s cards in 
elementary school, they had to give 
a card to everyone else in the class. 
Somehow, Valentine’s Day becomes 
a lot less special when even the 
classmate eating paste in the corner 
is included.

OPINION
CELIa LEuNG

What’s your five-year plan? 
What are you going to do 
with your life? How will you 

make your millions?
These are tough questions, to be 

sure, and ones that weigh heavily on 
a lot of college and university 
students’ minds. Many, it seems, 
aren’t handling it so well. A recent 
Canada-U.S. study conducted by the 
universities of Washington, Wiscon-
sin and British Columbia shows that 
one in four post-secondary students 
have symptoms of clinical depres-
sion, and no wonder – they’re 
dealing with decisions they were 
forced to make far too early.

When I was 16, my high school 
counsellor demanded that my peers 
and I begin streaming our classes 
towards a specific post-secondary 
program. Sixteen years old? I’m now 
23, and after five years in Canada’s 
post-secondary school system I’ve 

been enrolled in 
three different 
programs at two 
universities and 
now a college. In 
the next couple of 
years I’ll likely 
bounce around to 
at least one more 
school. At 16 I had 
no idea what I 
wanted to do with 
my life. 

You wouldn’t ask a 16-year-old to 
pick a husband or wife. Deciding on 
the direction your life should take is 
just as unreasonable a demand to 
make of high school kids who are 
busy learning how to navigate the 
minefield of adolescence.

When you force someone to 
choose a path for their life before 
they’ve even figured out who they 
are, they wind up making rushed 

and arbitrary decisions. They end 
up in post-secondary programs that 
they hate. But the pressure to get 
society’s post-secondary stamp of 
approval keeps them trapped.

And say a student does manage to 
get through a degree or diploma 
program. Go to university or college: 
get a good job. That was society’s 
promise, but with our current 
economic environment that promise 
often can’t be kept.

There are many other viable 
options besides going to post-sec-
ondary. Some of these include 
skilled trades, apprenticeships, and 
other worthy life experiences. 
Counsellors need to do a better job 
of highlighting these options for 
their students. Society needs to start 
accepting that attending  university 
or college, a nine-to-five job and a 
white picket fence aren’t the only 
routes to success.

OPINION
JESSE WINTER

SEX!
Now that I have your 

attention, let’s talk about sex.
To be more specific, sex in the 

Year of the Rabbit, which began on 
Feb. 3 according to the Chinese 
Zodiac calendar.

In keeping with Chinese tradition, 
the Year of the Rabbit will bring 
more sex and sex-related scandals 
than in previous years because it 
represents youth and romance.

Yes, in the age of the iPad, stem 
cell research and 
intercontinental 
ballistic missiles, 
individuals are 
still relying on 
5,000-year-old 
stories about 
animals to 
determine what 
their lives will be 
like in the coming 
new year.

Anyone who 
has been to the 

University of Victoria campus is 
well aware of the rabbits’ fondness 
for fornicating.

But basing a prophecy upon that 
fact really isn’t enough to convince 
me to buy stock in Durex.

We have just finished the Year of 
the Tiger. By this logic we should 
have experienced a rash of gazelle 
maulings and Las Vegas magician 
attacks – all of which tigers are 
known to do.

As far as sex scandals go, you’d be 
hard pressed to find one that 
involves a rabbit. And if you can, 
well I really don’t want to hear 
about it.

The closest thing I can recall is 
when Bugs Bunny would put on a 
dress and pose as a girl bunny.

So to think we have rabbits to 
blame when our culture is being 
inundated by the latest celebrity sex 
affairs, makes no sense to me.

But then again, neither does 
anyone who believes in astrology in 
the first place.

OPINION
JaSON WhEELER

Valentine’s Day overrated

Don’t rush kids into career

Sex like 
rabbits 
a false 
prophecy


