
It’s that time of year again — festive 
ornaments adorn every corner, cheery 
carols are in constant rotation and your 

email inbox is flooding with holiday party 
invitations. It may be tempting to rely on the 
usual ensembles, but I encourage you to take 
your party style up a notch. December events 
are perfect for eye-catching glamour and 
most stores are offering a variety of options 
in their holiday collections. The trick is to have 
one amazing statement piece and use it as 
inspiration to 
build the 
rest of 
your 
party 

look.
Incorporate 

different textures 
to make for a more 
interesting 
outfit: velvet, 
silk, feathers, 
faux fur. Sequins 
are always huge 
for the holidays. 
Whether it’s in 
black, gold or 
another vivid 
hue, the shiny 
embellishment 
can be found on 
anything from 
fully sequined 
dresses to shoes. 
The idea with 
this trend is to 
not overdo it. 
One sequined item 
per outfit is enough; keep the rest of the look 

subtle.
Lace is another popular choice. 
Depending on the design, lace can be 

either demure or sultry, so take that 
into consideration if you’re wearing 

it to an office holiday party versus a 
gathering with close friends. For a fresher way 
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Add a little festivity to your fingertips with glitter 
polishes. (L-R: Misa in Dance Fever, China Glaze in 
Emerald Sparkle, OPI in Vodka & Caviar). Photo by: 
Celia Leung
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Brighten up a little black dress with 
a jewelled necklace.Photo from: 

www.aldoshoes.com/ca
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Keep Your Toes Toasty This Winter
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must haves

FASHION
B. Current
Flamingo Row 

HEALTH & BEAUTY
Body Glo Tan 
Famous Nails Spa 
Foot Solutions 
Hair Masters 
Persona Skin Care 
Shoppers Drug Mart 
Silk Cuts Hair Design 
Q2 Barber 

SPECIALTY
Blundell Blossoms
   Florist 
Blundell Fast Photo 
Chocolaterie 
   Bernard Callebaut 
Ed’s Linens 
Expert Hearing 
Solutions 
Eye Station Optical 
Loonie Town Store 
Mobilicity 
Pinky Blue Children’s 
   Boutique 
Seafair Jewellers 
Starbucks 
Star Pets Only 

SERVICE
Bank of Montreal  
   (Cash Machine Only)
Ben Jones Insurance 
Blundell Medical 
Centre 
Bottle Return It Depot 
Dear Animal Hospital 
Dental Clinic 
Easy Care Cleaners 
First Choice Vacuums  
H&R Block 
Liquor Store 
Rogers Plus 
TD Canada Trust 
UPS Store

DINING
Bamboo Express 
   Take Out 
Flying Wedge Pizza 
LA Grill & Bistro 
McDonald’s 
Osaka Today Japanese 
   Restaurant 
Subway 
Sushi Han Restaurant 
Thai Kitchen
FOOD
Amron’s Gourmet 
Meats
Cobs Bread
Kin’s Farm Market
Super Seafoods

Follow the 
star to

Blundell Centre
Merchants:

Blundell Centre is your local community 
plaza offering over 47 shops, services and 
restaurants. Located conveniently at the 
corner of No. 2 Road and Blundell, you’re 

just steps away from it all.

Wednesday, December 14, 2011 Richmond Review · Page 19

see guest experience or visit yyoga.ca for info

only YYoga gift cards can be redeemed for:

memberships & drop in classes
massage & wellness treatments
Yboutique retail items
food & beverage
infrared sauna sessions
& more

to incorporate lace into your wardrobe, 
look for items in colours other than 
black or white. It’s unexpected and 
more festive.

Accessories make 
for great statement 
pieces as well. An 
all-black ensemble 
with a pop of 
colour in the shoes 
or a bright, chunky 
necklace can be both 
understated and 
visually compelling. 
Patterned tights 
are also a fun way 
to liven up a simple 
party dress and 
can be found in a 
variety of designs like 
houndstooth or floral.

As for hair, stylist 
and Suki’s salon manager 
James Valiant suggested updos.

“One of the most common and easiest 
holiday updos is a French twist. A French twist 
can look beautiful if worn with a formal gown 
and it can also complement a less dressy 
outfit,” said Valiant. Another popular request is 
a modern bun, or chignon.

“[A chignon] is quick and easy, and it’s sure 
to win 
you a few 
admiring 
glances. If 
you have at 
least semi-
long hair it 
will be easier 
to do.”

For those 
wanting to 
wear their 
hair down 
instead, 
Valiant said 
to include 
lots of 
volume and 
movement 

— the biggest trend for the winter season. 
Whether it’s up or down, you can enhance 

your hairstyle further by adding sparkly 
barrettes or jewelled hair pins.

Makeup is another aspect you can take 
to the next level from your usual party 
routine. With the increase of beauty salons 
specializing in lash applications and 
extensions, fake lashes are becoming more 
prevalent for everyday use and especially 
for special events. A different way to play up 
your eyes is to swap your regular liner with 
glitter liquid liner. A swipe of sparkle across 
your lids will have others doing a double 
take. The bold but classic red lipstick is a 
popular choice for 
parties as well. 

Those are 
just a few ideas 
for the ladies 
this holiday 
season. Sift 

through your 
closet and plan 
your outfits at 
least a day in 
advance. I’m 
a big believer 
that you don’t 
have to buy a 
new outfit for 
every party, but 
hit the shops if 
you’re feeling 
uninspired 
with what’s in 
your wardrobe. 
Take into account 
the dress code and 
theme, if provided (and disregard most of the 
above if it’s an ugly Christmas sweater party). 
Above all, feel comfortable and excited about 
your party look — it won’t be much fun if most 
of the night was spent adjusting your hemline 
or fretting over your lipstick!

Celia Leung is editor of Coco & Rico, a 
Vancouver based magazine focusing on local 
fashion, beauty and arts.  She writes monthly on 
style and fashion in The Richmond Review. Reach 
her at contact@celialeung.ca

 Add some glitter to your outfit with 
this jazzy bow heel from Aldo. Photo 
from: www.aldoshoes.com/ca

 Flash some skin with this lacy peep-
toe number from Aldo. Photo from: 
www.aldoshoes.com/ca
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