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There’s only two 
more weeks left 
until Halloween, 

so if you’re a huge fan 
of the annual celebra-
tion chances are you 
already have your 
costume picked out 
and ready to go. But for 
those of us who are still 
unsure about what to 
dress up as, or decide 
last minute to head to 
a costume party, here 
are some stylish ideas 
that are easy to pull 
together from pieces 
that may be available 
in your wardrobe. For 
something you’ll only 
wear once, it’s simpler 
to avoid spending a 
fortune and just create 
a costume from items 
you already have. Hal-
loween is a great way 
to express your interest 
in fashion by emulating 
chic characters from 
fi lm and television, or 
even popular fashion 
designers.

Breaking Bad’s 
yellow hazmat suits 
will be popular this 
Halloween, but for a 
more stylish costume 
option dress up as one 
of the characters from 
AMC’s other critically 
acclaimed show, Mad 
Men. Whether you 
want to go as Betty, 
Joan, Peggy or Me-
gan the key is to fi nd 
a tailored outfi t that 

looks inspired from the 
1960s. For Betty, go for 
silhouettes with nipped 
waists and full skirts. 
Try printed silk blouses, 
petticoats, shirtwaist 
dresses and swing 
coats. Complete the 
perfectly polished Betty 
look with an elegant 
hairdo and red lipstick. 
To dress like Joan, wear 
a fi gure-hugging dress 
in a vibrant jewel-toned 
colour, or a sweater and 
pencil skirt set. Peggy’s 
working look went 
through many changes 
over the seasons, but 
you can’t go wrong 
with a 1960s inspired 
plaid and pleated skirt 
suit. As for Megan 
Draper, the most 
fashion forward on the 
show, a mod minidress 
should be the main 
part of the costume. 
Style with a dramatic 
winged eyeliner and a 
bouff ant.

Another fun period 
costume idea is 1920s 
attire seen recently 
in The Great Gatsby 
and Downton Abbey. 
To sparkle like Daisy 
Buchanan don a fl ap-
per dress, character-
ized by drop waists, 
slinky straps and art 
deco beading. Top off  
a short bob hairstyle 
with an ornate head 
band. As for Downton 
Abbey, channel Lady 
Mary and Lady Edith 
this Halloween with 
ankle-grazing empire 
waist dresses. Acces-
sorize with hats, gloves, 
pearls and beaded 
shrugs in luxe fabrics. 
For a diff erent spin 
on a Downton Abbey 
costume dress like one 
of the staff , such as the 
head housemaid Anna. 
Add a white collar to 
a plain, long-sleeved 
black dress and tie a 
long, white lace apron 
overtop. Finish the look 
with black tights and 
a white headpiece for 
the hair.

For fashion design-
ers, Karl Lagerfeld is 
probably the most 
notorious and easi-
est to copy. The head 
designer for Chanel 
and Fendi, Lagerfeld’s 
always poised in a black 
suit with vest over a 
tailored white shirt. The 
accessories are key for 
his look. Wear fi ngerless 

black leather gloves, a 
skinny black tie, black 
sunglasses, a long chain 
necklace, black belt and 
loafers. For the pièce de 
résistance wear a white 
wig pulled back into a 
ponytail.

If you’re looking for 
a costume that’s more 
timeless, reference 
fashionable cult classic 
movies such as Clue-
less, Annie Hall and 
Breakfast at Tiff any’s. To 
dress like Cher Horowitz 
or Dionne Davenport, 
rock a tartan suit with 
matching mini skirt. For 
an alternate look try 
a plaid mini skirt and 
a white collared shirt 
under a sweater vest. 
Top off  the ensembles 
with knee high socks 
and a beret. For another 
fun element, you can 
even include the Clue-
less vernacular as part 
of your costume by 
inserting the phrases 
“Whatever!” and “As if!” 
into your conversations. 

To get Annie Hall’s 

menswear 
inspired look 
that is also a 
huge trend for 
this season, 
add  an over-
sized men’s 
vest and a long 
skirt or wide-
leg trousers 
to your look. 
Accessorize 
with a bowler 
hat, boots and 
a tie. To dress 
up like Holly 
Golightly, Au-
drey Hepburn’s 
character from 
Breakfast at 
Tiff any’s, all 
you need is 
a little black 
dress, chunky 
pearl necklace, 
elbow length black 
gloves and big sun-
glasses. 

Halloween is the 
perfect occasion to test 
an over-the-top style 
you wouldn’t normally 
wear, so have fun with 
it and experiment with 

dressing diff erently!
Celia Leung is editor of 

Coco & Rico, a Vancouver 
based magazine focus-
ing on   local fashion, 
beauty and arts.  She 
writes monthly on style 
and fashion in The Rich-
mond Review. Reach her 
at contact@celialeung.ca
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M E D I A  P A R T N E R S :

If you think
conquering cancer is
worth sweating over,

JOIN US! 
Register for

Workout to Conquer Cancer today.

Conquering cancer isn’t easy, but that doesn’t mean 
supporting BC’s cancer researchers can’t be fun! Join us 

for the Workout to Conquer Cancer on March 8, 2014
at Richmond Olympic Oval for the most meaningful

workout of your life. It’s a full day of upbeat workouts 
for people of all fitness levels. You’ll have a blast, get lots 
of great exercise, and be inspired by people like you who 

are ready to get sweaty for the sake of conquering cancer!

workouttoconquercancer.ca

A fun fitness challenge

Celia Leung
Fashion Stylist

Look like you just stepped out of Mad Men with a full 
midi dress. (Source: ASOS.com)

Add an art deco head-
band to your Daisy 
Buchanan costume. 
(Source: Etsy.com)

Channel Annie Hall with a mens-
wear-inspired tweed blazer. (Source: 
ShopRuche.com)


